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Classic RCTs are challenging



Classic RCTs in Intervention Oncology 

face additional challenges
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Trial within Cohort 
(TwiCs)



Challengesof TwiCsin the hospital setting

1. Ethics- Staged Informed Consent 

2. Infrastructure to ôLearn from every patientõ

3. Sequential vs. batch recruitment in dynamic cohort

Relton 2010 BMJ



òInform patients clearly of what it means to be

allocated to a TwiCscontrol arm.ó

Å Serving as control without knowing it

Å Being (temporarily ) ineligible for other TwiCs/ 
intervention studies (without knowing it)
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